Der Mathematiker Suri hat eine Professur an der
I also talk about 'the horror of being a writer.' I have a horror of labels, and am uneasy being cast into any group, since this results in the application of stereotypical images which might be associated with that group.
'I actually did a reading to a group of mathematicians, toughest group you'll find to read to.' (see www.manilsuri.com/interview.htm) -Would you please comment also on this remark?
We're always looking for inconsistencies. We're not a group traditionally associated with relaxing enough to enjoy a piece of fiction. (As you can see, I'm not immune from applying stereotypes myself).
DMV-Mitteilungen 2/2001
Manil Suri
In the plenary discussion after your reading in Munich you said that you can't stop being a mathematician. What did you mean by that?
There are certain professions (working at a bank for instance) which people might do more to earn money, rather than the sense of identity it bestows on them.
On the other hand, someone who does mathematical research is a mathematician -it's more than a job that puts bread on the table, it's something you actually become. Since it's so much part of one's identity, I don't think it's something you can ever excise from your personality.
What do you think of the present standards in writing math papers?
There are some excellent writers out there, whose mathematical prose simply glistens on the page. On the other hand, as an editor of the SIAM Journal on Numerical Analysis, and also as a consumer of mathematical papers, I can come across some papers where the authors' main objective seems to be to put down on paper the results and proofs they want to convey, without adequate thought given to how easily a reader might be able to digest things. On very rare occasions there might even a tendency of the form, 'If they can't understand it, they shouldn't be reading it', an attitude that I find indefensible.
What have been your math colleagues' reactions to your literary occupation?
It's been quite positive. A number of them have come to my readings. Two have confessed to secret passions of their own -which happen to be acting in both cases.
Which profession -the writers' or the mathematicians' -builds up more pressure to sell the product?
Obviously, the writers'. I don't think I've ever heard of a mathematician being given an advance for a paper that then has to be earned back.
How would you describe the difference between success in the mathematicians' and the writers' community?
Mainly in terms of the audience. A bestselling mathematical paper is one that might get fifty or a hundred readers worldwide. A writer wouldn't be considered a success unless he or she has reached an audience several orders larger. Yes, I originally came to mathematics because I was won over by abstract algebra. As a graduate student, I did flirt with the field of logic, before going into numerical analysis. A lot of these choices have to do with the teachers one might encounter.
What is your favourite math book?
There are so many, but one that I would like to point readers to is The Universal Computer by Martin Davis. It gives a great account of the mathematics that lead up to the formation of computers as we know them today. It's supposedly written for laypersons, but I feel that mathematicians would probably get a lot more out of it. 
